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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
Within a few days the 2003 crop will
begin with corn planting. For many of you
this will start the journey that will not end
until the last bale of cotton is picked and
ginned this fall. There is much unrest in the
world today, some of which may distract us
from our work. Somehow we must meet
this challenge and continue to do what we
do best – provide food and fiber for our
nation. At this time when war threatens our
way of life we must fulfill our role in
keeping the country strong. During every
time of strife in our nation’s history, the
people of agriculture have been a solid
foundation; we may have to do this again.

Special Notice: On Wednesday,
March 12, at the Ramada Inn in
Greenwood, there will be a meeting
on the use of options and futures to
protect countercyclical payments.
It will begin at 10AM and end with
lunch. I encourage you to attend if
you need information on this
subject.
Cotton:
The only thing that seems clear is
that our industry is in a state of transition as
a result of the necessity to become more
efficient in the production of cotton and
other crops. No matter what the topic, the
message comes through that the practical
and effective management choices must be
made regardless of other considerations.
Low cotton prices have brought on feelings
of uncertainty about many aspects of the
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industry, however we have to realize that all
of these things have happened before and we
have always survived; we will again. As
prices have risen in the last few weeks,
decisions have become more complex,
particularly the choice of which crop to
plant. My suggestion to you is that you stick
to a good rotation plan and allow this to be
the primary decision-making factor; this will
serve you well now and in future years.
The most common question has been
the selection of variety. There are some new
ones we should look at this year, but we
really don’t have enough on-farm data to go
to them entirely. We really can’t switch to
them yet simply because the seed supply is
not large enough. Let’s expand the acreage
of these new varieties to include as many
different situations as possible and give
them another year to prove themselves.
Like it or not, we will have to go another
year with most of our acreage in varieties
that performed best in the last few years.
Quite a few have asked me about
conventional varieties. My response to this
is that we should be able to expand the
acreage of these varieties that both yield
well and produce lint that is often a little
better than most transgenic varieties.
However, the seed supply will also be a
factor here; there will not be enough seed for
a large increase in these. If you are
considering conventional varieties, do it
carefully with full awareness of the changes
they will require in your management
system.
The proven stacked-gene varieties
are still our best choices for 2003, given the
amount of experience we have with them

and the seed supply. All cotton varieties
have their advantages and disadvantages. I
am as guilty of dwelling on the
disadvantages as any of you, but our most
popular varieties are about as good as we are
going to get this year. A lot of pressure has
come to bear on the seed industry to give us
better varieties, and I believe we will see a
response that will make a positive difference
in the future. In the present, we have to do
the best we can with what we have.
Corn:

As with cotton, there are new
varieties that should be evaluated on farms
this year. The state variety trials should be
used as a guide to choosing these for
specific soil, location, and production
practices. I would recommend that you stick
with varieties that have proven themselves
on your farm, but include others in
preparation for the time when these may be
replaced by others.
The main thought I want to reinforce
is that we should include some type of soil
insect control at planting. Our area has been
especially hard-hit in recent years by
sugarcane beetles, and I expect them again
this year. You will also get improved
protection from chinchbug, rootworm,
wireworm, cutworm, and seedcorn maggot.
I prefer the “T-band” method, but other
methods also work well if used correctly.
As you have probably heard from
others, we need to improve seed spacing and
placement. Uniform depth (1½ to 2 inches)
and spacing (4 to 6 inches, depending on
row width and desired population) should
produce more uniform maturity and higher
yield.
Soybeans:
As I have said before, I have
concerns about soybeans as a result of the
experiences of the last two years. My major
thoughts are about diseases and their

management. Variety selection is critical as
always; stay with varieties that have
performed best for you, and avoid those
which have demonstrated their propensity
toward stem canker, charcoal rot, frogeye,
phomopsis, and other diseases. We still
have very little information about whether to
expect soybean rust to arrive in the U.S. this
year, but this remains a consideration for
planting soybeans or choosing another crop.
Soil Fertility:
This has been a rough winter, and
many of you have made little progress in
taking care of soil fertility issues. As I have
said many times before, this is the first
consideration in getting ready for a good
crop. Without it, all the other things we
have talked about are secondary. Please
don’t allow yourself to get sidetracked on
soil fertility; it is the basis of everything we
do in producing crops. We still have time to
take soil samples and get results back in
time to put the recommendations in practice;
however I expect the soil testing labs to get
very busy in the next few days. Get those
samples taken and submitted just as soon as
possible.
In Summary:
This year promises to be filled with
challenges and uncertainty. In short, it will
be much like many years in the past. Plan
for flexibility in dealing with the decisions
we may encounter; I hope to be here to help
offer alternatives. Your success, and
nothing else, is my goal.
God Bless our country.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops

